Accompanying text to .jpg files for hegel’s biography (Hegel.Net, 2002)

© Maurizio Canfora 2002

NB: All .jpg files (unless otherwise specified) have been taken from the publication Von Stuttgart nach Berlin - Die Lebensstationen Hegels, Friedhelm Nicolin (ed.), Special Edition (no. 56/1991) of the “Marbacher Magazin”, Marbach am Neckar 1991. This publication is now out of print.
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Hen kai Pan








HEN KAI PAN

(Hegel’s Stammbuch – Universitätsbibliothek Stadt Tübingen)

This is a page from Hegel’s Stammbuch (that is album) at the time of his stay at the Stift in Tübingen. Friedrich Hölderlin, the big German poet who remained Hegel’s friend until at least 1801, wrote the message on it. It is a citation from Goethe, which reads: “Lust und Liebe sind / das Fittige zu grossen Thaten” (Pleasure and Love are / that which fits great deeds).

Just under the date (February 12, 1791), we can see the Greek motto “Hen kai Pan” (, “One and All”, that is “God is one and is in everything”). 

We do not know who of the two friends wrote this slogan. They witness how high was their interest at the time for the so-called dispute on pantheism, provoked by Jacobi’s revelation (in his essay on Spinoza of 1785) of the fact that Lessing was a Spinozist. The motto shows clearly the influence and the appeal that Spinozism and pantheism had on the two young students at the Stift.

Der alte Mann







THE OLD MAN

(Hegel’s Stammbuch – Universitätsbibliothek Stadt Tübingen)

Another page from Hegel’s album at the Stift in Tübingen, where we find a message by his close classmate Georg Friedrich Fallot: “May God help the old man; Vive A!”.

As Terry Pinkard remarks in his biography of Hegel, “however rebellious against the ways of the Seminary Hegel became, he remained the industrious, serious fellow he always was; his friends at the Seminary referred to him by the nickname “the old man (…). He was not content with simply pub crawling, carousing and making merry; he was still reading quite a bit and still remained extremely serious about learning”.

At Tübingen, Hegel had also the time to woo Auguste Hegelmaier, the daughter of a professor of theology. His classmates were well informed about Hegel’s latest crush; indeed, “Vive A!” stands for “Vive Auguste”.

Hegels Paß für eine Reise nach Genf
          A PASSPORT OF HEGEL FOR GENEVA

(Staatsbibliothek Preußischer Kulturbesitz, Berlin)

Hegel arrived at Tschugg bei Erlach (in the outskirts of Berne) at the end of 1793, where he was hired as a tutor for the children of a former army official, Captain Karl Friedrich von Steiger. A position as a tutor (“Hofmeister”) was at the time what a young Magister in Theology stemming from of middle class could aspire, if he did not decide to become a pastor. Both Hölderlin and Hegel had to submit, for economic reasons, to the spiritual hardship of this “profession”.

As Anthony La Vopa argues in his essay “Grace, Talent and Merit”, “one of the standard laments by the close of the century was that parents’ inflated expectations were in absurd contrast to the paltry compensation and demeaning terms of employment tutors had to endure”. Tutors were considered as members of the domestic staff and they were normally not entitled to eat at the same table of the family, but they had to stay in the kitchen, with the servants.

To escape the monotony of Berne’s routine, Hegel kept himself well informed of the current events in France and, when possible, spent some days travelling with friends. This passport was issued in May 1795; during the last week of July 1796 he went hiking in the Bernese Alps.

Ägydiengymnasium in Nürnberg 

      ÄGYDIENGYMANSIUM IN NUREMBERG

(Engraving by Johann Abraham Delsenbach – Stadtbibliothek Nürnberg)

Melanchtongymnasium in Nürnberg     MELANCHTONGYMNASIUM IN NUREMBERG

(Picture taken by the writer)

Thanks to Immanuel Niethammer’s intervention, Hegel was offered in October 1808 the rectorship of the Ägydiengymnasium in Nuremberg. The school still exists today; its name is now “MelanchtonGymnasium”) and it has become one of the most exclusive in the city, perhaps also thanks to the fame of its former rector and professor.

Hegel was called to fulfil Niethammer’s project on the reforming of education and school organisation. He had to endure the opposition and the conservatism of the Bavarian administration, but, within these limits, he managed to succeed both as an administrator and as a teacher.

Verbindungsanzeige





MARRIAGE ANNOUNCEMENT

(From the “Nürnberger Friedens- und Kriegskourier” of September 19, 1811 – Stadtbibliothek Nürnberg)

During his stay in Nuremberg, Hegel met his future wife Marie von Tucher, whom he married on September 15, 1811. They had two children: Karl (1813-1901) and Immanuel (1814-1891). 

Later on, when already living in Heidelberg, they decided to take with them at home Ludwig, the Hegel’s illegitimate son, born in 1807 in Jena from the relationship between the philosopher and Christiana Charlotte Burkhardt, his landlady and housekeeper. Ludwig did not manage to integrate in his new family and in the end (1826) he was forced to leave the household. 

Ludwig enrolled as a mercenary in the Dutch army and finally he died of a fever while serving in Batavia (Jakarta) in 1831. Probably the news never reached Hegel.

Hegels Haus (Stuttgart)


           THE HOUSE OF HEGEL (STUTTGART)

(Picture taken by the writer)

Hegels Haus am Kupfergraben

           THE HOUSE OF HEGEL (BERLIN)

(Woodblock Print of 1870 – Stadtarchiv Stuttgart)

These are the houses where Hegel was born (Eberhardtstraße 53, Stuttgart - August 27, 1770) and where he died (Am Kupfergraben 4a, Berlin - November 14, 1831).

The Hegel Haus in Eberhardtstraße 53 (Stuttgart) is today a museum with a permanent exhibition on Hegel’s life and philosophy. Admission is free. The museum is open from 11am to 6pm on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays; from 11am to 8pm on Thursdays; from 11am to 4pm on Saturdays and Sundays. It is closed on Monday. 

The museum was opened in 1991 thanks to the efforts of Friedhelm Nicolin (Hegel-Archiv, Bochum), Manfred Schmid (Stadtarchiv Stuttgart) and the graphic designer Hans Peter Koch.

Hegel am Katheder






       HEGEL AT LESSON

(Lithography of 1828 by F. Kluger – Schiller Nationalmuseum Marbach am Neckar)

Bollingers Hegel




HEGEL’S POTRAIT BY BOLLINGER

(Engraving by Bollingerafter Christian Xeller – Hegel-Archiv Bochum)

Here you are two very interesting pictures of Hegel. The first one is probably the result of a live portrait, carried on during one of Hegel’s overcrowded lessons. 

